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Princes mull, by a vigorous exercife of that law, make it 
every man’s intereft and honour to cultivate religion and vir- 
tue, by rendering vice a difgrace, and the certain ruin to pre- 
ferment or preteniions. Swift. 

2. A place of honour or profit. 

All preferments fliould be placed upon fit men. L’EJlrange. 

3. Preference; aft of prefering. Not in ufe. 

All which declare a natural preferment of the one unto the 
motion before the other. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Prefe'rer. [from prefer .] One who prefers. 

*1 o PREFI'GURATL. v. a. [pra and figure, 
by an antecedent reprelentation. 

Prefigura'tign. n. f. [from prefigurate.] Antecedent re- 
presentation. 

The fame; providence that hath wrought the one, will 
work the other ; the former being pledges, as well as prefi- 
gurations of the latter. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

The variety of prophefics and prefigurations had their punc- 
tual accomplifhment in the author of this inftitution. Norris. 
To Prffi'gure. v. a. [ pres and figure, Lat.] To exhibit by 
antecedent reprelentation. 

What the Old Teftament hath, the very fame the New 
containeth ; but that which lieth there, as under a fhadow, 
is here brought forth into the open fun ; things there prefi- 
gured , are here performed. Hooker. 

Such piety, fo chafte ufe of God’s day, 

That what we turn to fcaft, fhe turn’d to pray. 

And did prefigure here in devout tafte. 

The reft of her high fabbath, which fhall laft. Donne. 
If fhame fuperadded to lofs, and both met together, as 
the finners portion here, perfcftly prefiguring the two faddeft 
ingredients in hell, deprivation of the blifsful vifion, and con- 
fufion of face, cannot prove efficacious to the mortifying of 
vice, the church doth give over the patient Hammond. 
To Prefi'NE. v. a. [prefinir, fr. prafinio, Lat.] To limit 
beforehand. 

He, in his immoderate defires, prefined unto himfelf three 
years, which the great monarchs of Rome could not perform 
in fo many hundreds. Knolles's Hill, of the Turks. 

To PREFl'X. v. a. [prafigo, Lat.] 

1. 'Fo appoint beforehand. 

At the prefix'd hour of her awaking. 

Came I to take her from her kindred^ vault. Shakefp. 

A time prefix , and think of me at laft ! Sandy s. 

Its inundation conftantly increafeth the feventh day of June ; 
wherein a larger form of lpeech were fafer, than that which 
punftually prefixeih a conftant day. Broivn. 

Booth’s forward valour only ferv’d to fhow. 

He durft that duty pay we all did owe : 

Th’ attempt was fair ; but heav’ns prefixed hour 

Not come. Dryden. 

2. To fettle; to eftabli/h. 

Becaufe I would prefix fome certain boundary between them, 
the old ftatutes end with king Edward IT. the new or later 

ftatutes begin with king Edward III. Hale's Law of England. 

Thefe boundaries of fpccies are as men, and not as nature 
makes them, if there are in nature any fuch prefixed 

bounds. Locke. 

3. To put before another thing: as, he prefixed an advertifement 
to his book. 

Prefi x, n.f. [prafixum, Lat.] Some particle put before a 
word, to vary its fignification. 

In the Hebrew language the noun has its prefixa and affixa, 
the former to fignify lome few relations, and the latter to de- 
note the pronouns pofleflive and relative. Clarke. 

It is a prefix of augmentation to many words in that lan- 
guage. Brown's V ulgar Errours. 

Prefi xjon. n. f. [prefixion, Fr. from prefix .] The aft of 
prefixing. Dili. 

To Prefo'rm. v. a. [pree and form.'] To form beforehand. 
If you conlider the true caufe. 

Why all thefe things change, from their ordinance. 

Their natures and preformed faculties, 

To monftrous quality ; why you fhall find. 

That hcav’n made them inliruments of fear 
U nto fome monftrous ftate. Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

Pre'gnancy. n.f. [from pregnant .] 

1. The ftate of being with young. 

The breaft is encompafled with ribs, and the belly left free, 
for refpiration ; and in females, for that extraordinary exten- 
fion in the time of their pregnancy. Ray on the Creation. 

2. Fertility ; fruitfulnefs ; inventive power ; acutenefs. 

Pregnancy is made a tapfter, and hath his quick wit wafted 
in giving reckonings. Shakefpeare’s Henry IV. 

This writer, out of the pregnancy of his invention, hath 
found out an old way of inlinuating the groffeft refleftions 
under the appearance of admonitions. Swift's Mi feel. 

PRE GNANT, adj. [pregnant, Fr. pragnans, Lat.J 

1. Teeming; breeding. 

Thou 

Dove-like fat’ft brooding on the vaft abyfs. 

And mad’ft it pregnant. Milton. 

His town, as fame reports, was built of old 
ByDanac, pregnant with almighty gold. Dryden. 
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^ Through either ocean, fcolifh man ! 

That pregnant word fent forth again. 

Might to a world extend each atom there, 

For every drop call forth a fca, a hcav’n for ev’ry ft ar n • 

2. Fruitful; fertile; impregnating. ' ' 1 rt - 

All thefe in their pregnant caufes mixt: j\; :, 

Cali the floods from high, to rufh amain 
With pregnant ftreams, todwell the teeming grain. Drw! 

3. Full of confcquence. ' 

Thefe knew not the juft motives and pregnant 
with which I thought myfelf furnifhed. ° Kin f Chari 
An egregious and pregnant inftance how far virtueVurpX* 
ingenuity. Woodward's Nat. Hid 

O dcteftable, paffive obedience! did I ever imagine I 
fliould become thy votary in fo pregnant an inftance. ° A r h 

4. Evident ; plain ; clear ; full. An obfolete fenfe. 

This granted, as it is a moft pregnant and unforc’d pofition 
who Hands fo eminent in the degree of this fortune as Cailiof 
a knave very voluble. Skakefp. Othdk 

Were t not that we ftand up againft them all, 

’Twere pregnant , they fliould fquarc between themfelves. 

Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

5. Eafy to produce any thing. 

A moft poor man made tame to fortune’s blows, 

Who by the art of known and feeling forrows. 

Am pregnant to good pity. Shakefp. King Lear. 

6. Free ; kind. Obiolete. 

My matter hath no voice, but to your own moft present 
and vouchfafed ear. ' ShakeJtean. 

Pre'gnantLY. adv. [from pregnant.] 

1. Fruitfully. 

2. Fully; plainly; clearly. 

A thoufand moral paintings I can (hew. 

That fhall demonflrate thefe quick blows of fortune 
More pregnantly than words. Shakefp. Timon of Athene 
The dignity of this bffice among the Jews is fo pregnantly 
fet forth in holy writ, that it is unqueftionable; kings anil 
priefts are mentioned together. South's Sermm. 

Pregusta'tion. n.f [pra and gufio, Lat.] The act of 
tailing before another. 

To PREJUDGE. v.a. [prejuger, Fr. pra and judico, Lat.] To 
determine any quellion beforehand ; generally to condemn 
beforehand. 

If he flood upon his own title of the houfe of Lancafler, 
he knew it was condemn’d in parliament, and prejudged in 
the common opinion of the realm, and that it tended to the 
difinherifon of the line of York. Bacon's Henry VIL 

The child was ftrong and able, though born in the eight 
month, which the phyficians do prejudge. Bacon. 

The committee of council hath prejudged the whole cafe, 
by calling the united fenfe of both houfes of parliament an 
univerfal clamour. Swift. 

Some aftion ought to be entered, left a greater caufe fhould 
be injured and prejudged thereby. Ajfifft. 

To Preju'dicate. v. a. [pra and judico , Lat.] To de- 
termine beforehand to difadvantage. 

Our dcareft friend 

Prejudicates the bufinefs, and would feem 

To have us make denial. Sbatcfpeau. 

Are you, in favour of his perfon, bent 
Thus to prejudicate the innocent ? Sandy!. 

Preju'dicate. adj. [from the verb.] 

1. Formed by prejudice; formed before examination. 

This rule of cafting away all our former prejudicate opi- 
nions, is not propofed to any of us to be praftifed at once as 
fubjefts or chriflians, but merely as philofophers. IVattt. 

2. Prejudiced ; prepoflefled. 

Their works will be embraced by moft that underfland 
them, and their reafons enforce belief from prejudicate 
readers. Broivn s / idgar Errours. 

Prejudica'tion. n.f [from prejudicate.] The aft of judg- 
ing beforehand. 

PRE'JUDICE. n.f [prejudice, Fr. pr judicium, CSt.l 

I. Prepofleffion; judgment formed beforehand without exami- 
nation. It is uled for prepofieflion in favour of any thing of 
againft it. It is fometimes ufed with to before that which the 
prejudice is againft, but not properly. 

The king himfelf frequently confidcred more the perfon 
who fpokc, as he was in his prejudice, than the counfel me 
that was given. Clarendon , 0 . ' *>'• 

My comfort is, that their manifeft prejudice to c3 . u e 
will render their judgment of lefs authority. '/ u 

There is an unaccountable prejudice to projectors 0 a 
kinds, for which rcafon, when I talk of praftil'uig to }> 
fitly people think me an owl for my pains. " . >JJ ' 


kinds. 

filly people think me an owl for my pains 
2. Mifchief ; detriment; hurt; injury. 


This fenfe is only «* 

'tjudlCty 


cidental or confequential ; a bad thing being called a prej 
only becaufe prejudice is commonly a bad thing, and is no 
rived from the original or etymology ot the word: it 
therefore better to ufe it lefs ; perhaps prejudice ought n 
to be applied to any mifchief, which does not imply 
partialicy or prepofleffion. In fomeot the following examp 
its impropriety will be difeovered. j 
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I have not fpake one the leaft word, 

That might be prejudice of her prefent ftate. 

Or touch of her good perfon. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

England and France might, through their amity, 

Breed him fome prejudice ; for from this league 
Peep’d harms that menac’d him. Shakejp. Henry VIII. 
Factions carried too high and too violently, is a fign of 
weaknefs in princes, and much to the prejudice of their au- 
thority and bulinefs. > Bacon. 

How plain this abufe is, and what prejudice it does to the 
underftanding of the facred feriptures. Locke. 

A prince of this character will inftruft us by his example, 
to fix the unfteadihefs of our politicks ; or by his conduct 
hinder it from doing us any prejudice. Addifon. 

To Prejudice, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To prepoflefs with unexamined opinions ; to fill with pre- 
judices. - 

Half-pillars wanted their expefted height. 

And roofs imperfoft prejudic'd the fight. Prior. 

Suffer not any beloved ftudy to prejudice your mind, fo far 
as to defpife all other learning. IVatts. 

No fnares to captivate the mind he fpreads. 

Nor bribes your eyes to prejudice your heads. Anonym. 

2 . To obflruft or injure by prejudices previoufly raifed. 

Companies of learned men, be they never fo great and re- 
verend, are to yield unto reafon ; the weight whereof is no 
whit prejudiced by the fimplicity of his perfon, which doth 
alledge it. Hooker , b. ii . f. 7. 

Neither mult his example, done without the book, preju- 
dice that which is well appointed in the book. IVhitgifte. 

I am not to prejudice the caufe of my fellow- poets, though 
I abandon my own defence. Dryden. 

3. To injure; to hurt ; todinfini/h; to impair; to be detri- 
mental to. This fenfe, as in the noun, is often improperly 
extended to meanings that have no relation to the original 
fenfe ; who can read with patience of an ingredient that pre- 
judices a medicine? 

The ftrength of that law is fuch, that no particular nation 
can lawfully prejudice the fame by any their feveral laws and 
ordinances, more than a man by his private refolutions, the 
law of the whole commonwealth wherein he liveth. Hooker. 

The Danube refeu’d, and the empire fav’d. 

Say, is the majefty of verfe retriev’d ? 

And would it prejudice thy fofter vein, 

To fing the princes, Louis and Eugene ? Prior. 

To this is added a vinous bitter, warmer in the compofition 
of its ingredients than the watry infufion ; and, as gentian 
and lemon-peel make a bitter of fo grateful a flavour, the 
only care required in this compofition was tochufe fuch an ad- 
dition as might not prejudice it. London Difenfatory. 

Prejudicial, adj. [prejudicioble, Fr. from prejudice.] 

1. Obltruftive by means of oppofitc prepofleflions. 

2. Contrary ; oppofite. 

What one fyllable is there, in all this, prejudicial any way 
to that which we hold ? Hooker, b. ii.f 5. 

3. Mifchievous ; hurtful ; injurious ; detrimental. This fenfe 
is improper. Sec Prejudice, noun and verb. 

His going away the next morning with all his troops, was 
moft prejudicial and moft ruinous to the king’s affairs. Claren. 

One of the youtig ladies reads, while the others are at 
work ; fo that the learning of the family is not at all preju- 
dicial to its manufactures: Addifon s Guardian. 

A ftate of great profperity, as it expoi'es us to various 
temptations, fo it is often prejudicial to us, in that it fwells 
tlie mind with undue thoughts. Atterbury's Sermons. 

Prejudicialness. n.f, [from prejudicial.] The ftate of being 
prejudicial ; mifehievoufnefs. 

Pre'lacv. n.f. [from prelate.] 

1. The dignity or poll of a prelate or ecclefiaftick of the hfoheft 

order. & 

Prelacies may be termed the greater benefices ; as that of 
the pontificate, a patriarchfhip, an archbifhoprick and bifliop- 

r !S* c * Ayliffe's Par ergon. 

2. iLpilcopacy ; the order of bifhops. 

The prefbyter, puff'd up with fpiritual pride, 

Shall on the necks of the lewd nobles ride, 

His brethren damn, the civil power defy, 

And parcel out republick prelacy. Dryden. 

How many are there, that call themfelves proteftants, who 
pul prelacy and popery together as terms convertible. Swift 

3- Bifhops. ColleCtively. J 

Divers of the reverend prelacy, and other moft judicious 
men have efpecially beftowed their pains about the matter of 
r . „ Hooker’s Dedication. 

n 'J\ f"'?’ Fr ' P r * tatus > Lat.J An ecclefi- 
aftick of the higheft order and dignity. 

It befeemed not the perfon of fo grave a prelate, to be ei- 
ther utterly without counfel, as the reft were, or in a common 
perplexity to fliew himfelf alone fecure. Hooker. 

Hear him but reafon in divinity, 

And, all-admiring, with an inward with 

You would defire the king were made a prelate. Shakefp. 
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The archbifhop of Vienna, a reverend prelate , faid one 
day to king Lewis XI. of France ; fir, your mortal enemy is 
dead, what time duke Charles of Burgundy was flain. Bacon. 

Yet Munfter’s prelate ever be accurft. 

In whom wc feck the German faith in vain. Dryden. 

Prela tical. adj. [from prelate.] Relating fo prelate or 
prelacy. Du! . 

Pr elation, n.f. [pralatus, Lat.] Preference ; fetting ot 
one above the other. 

In cafe the father left only daughters, they equally fuc- 
cecded as in co-patnerfhip, without any prclation or preference 
of the eldeft daughter to a double portion. Halt. 

Pre'lature. t n -f- [pralatura, Lat. preiature, Fr.] The 

Prf/latureship. j ftate or dignity of a prelate. Did!. 

Prelection, n.f [pra/eflio, Lat.J Reading; lecture ; 
difeourfe. 

He that is defirous to profccute thefe afyftata of infinitude, 
let him refort to the prelcdi ions of P’abcr. Hale. 

Preliba'tion. n.f. [from pralibo, Lat.J Tafte beforehand ; 
effufion previous to rafting. 

The firm belief of this, in an innocent foul, is a high 
prelibation of thofe eternal joys. More's Divine Dialogues. 

Preliminary, adj. [preiiminaire, Fr. pree limine, Lat.] Pre- 
vious; introductory ; proemial. 

My maftcr needed not the affiftance of that preliminary poet 
to prove his claim ; his own majcftick mien difeovers him to 
be t he king. Dryden. 

Preliminary, n.f Something previous ; preparatory mea- 
liires. 

The third confifts of the ceremonies of the oath on both 
fides, and the preliminaries to the combat. Notes on Iliad. 

PRELUDE, n.f [ prelude , Fr .pralud'tum, Lat.] 

1. Some fliort flight of mulick played before a full concert. 

2. Something introductory ; fomething that only Ihews what is 
to follow. 

To his infant arms oppofc 
His father’s rebels and his brother’s foes ; 

Thofe were the preludes of his fate. 

That form’d his manhood, to fubdue 
The hydra of the many-headed hilling crew. Dryden. 
The laft Georgick was a good prelude to the ^Eueis, and 
very well /hewed what the poet could do in the defeription of 
what was really gi;eat. Addifon. 

One conceffion to a man is but a prelude to another. 

Clariffa. 

To Prelu'de. v.a. [preluder, Fr. praludo, Lat.] To ferve 
as an introduction ; to be previous to. 

Either fongfter holding out their throats. 

And folding up their wings, renew’d their notes. 

As if all day, preluding to the fight. 

They only had rehears’d, to fing by night. Dryden. 

Preludious. adj. [from prelude.] Previous; introductory. 

That’s but a preludious blifs. 

Two fouls pickeering in a kifs. Cleavtland. 

PRELU D 1 JJM. n.f. [Latin.] Prelude. 

I his Menelaus knows, expos’d to fhare 
With me the rough preludium of the war. Dryden. 

Prelusive, adj. [from prelude.] Previous; introductory; 
proemial. 3 

The clouds 

Softly /hairing on the dimpled pool 

Prelufve drops, let all their moillure flow. Tloomfon. 

PREMA FU'RE. adj. [premature, Fr. preematurus , Lat.J Rioc 
too loon ; formed before the time ; too early ; too foon laid, 
believed, or done ; too hafty. 

’Tis hard to imagine, what poffiblc confideration fliould 
perluade him to repent, ’till he depofited that premature per- 
fualion ot his being in Chrift. Hammond! s Fundamentals. 

Prematurely, adj. [from premature.] Too early; too 
loon ; with too halty ripenefs. 

Prematu reness. ) n.f. [from premature.] Too great hafte ; 

Prematu'rit y. J unfeafonablc earlinefs. 

To PREMEDITATE, v. a. [ prameditor , Lat. premedlter, 

, r.J -l o contrive or form beforehand ; to conceive before- 
hand. 

Where I have come, great clerks have purpofed 
To greet me with premeditated welcomes. Shakeft). 

With words premeditated thus he faid. Dryden. 

lol remeditate, v. n. To have formed in the mind bv 
previous meditation ; to think beforehand. 7 

Of themfelves they were rude, and knew not fo much as 
how to premedstate ; the fpirit gave them fpeech and eloquent 
utterance. Hooker's Ecelefiajiical Polity 

PR frmn?, ITA J I0N ] f’JP rameditat! °> Lat. premeditation, Fr. 
from premeditate.] A & of meditating beforehand. 

Are all th’ unlook’d-for iflueof their bodies 
l o take their rooms ere I can place myfelf. 

A cold premeditation for my purpofe ? Shakefp. 

dope is a pleafant premeditation of enjoyment, as when a 
°g expcCb, till his mailer has done picking of the bone. 

More’s Antidote againjl Atheifm. 

1 Verfe 
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